Neither Sen, Dole nor President Clinton were speaking of either fami lies or villages.
Families, Metaphysical Dreams, and Villages G, Oal'!!el Harden and Joshua K.T, Harden
In the Greal Electioo Campargn 01 1996 w hich Wasn'l , IhoI", was some Iigh1 sparrirlg for a few _k$ 00 the lopoc cj _0l' I C'hrklr6n l19&ded lamb or villages for their nunur.
and ""'" The exchange go! nowhere at leas! in PiI" because in both enes IIlI! pr9Sidenlial candi<lales had faill1d 10 dellne carelYly eol/ler lamOly or village. Both were usi"llll\eH lerms 10 prornole 1'-dOmostic "9""""". and a 9"r>eral undOl'lSland-"'9 wM no! acl'Oeved, When RoM n Dole slated Iially that il didn't lake a "'I&ge 10 ra ise n c hild but raTh er a !amii)' , he was cMa,niy OCT !£l Iking aboullh e lam ily as tradilional~ defined. lie gave e'e ry indicaTOoft of ~u logl~1ng wh&.1 his p:>Iitical alhit\rsari e. sumrnarjy dis-"'"OS as lhe m)'tnical famify 01 Ward aM Junl> Clea"", or 01
Ozlie and Hamel NeISoo. While evoo lt1eoo IlOWIIgo:: pictures Ifom ~'" 1950s are more aTlfac~ve IIIan ""'''I' of ~ dy$IunoIio~ OOUflI(!fpal!S in 1997,1hay too fail 10 "",resent what during most 01 hi3lory was eeen as the 1tJnctiona11amil'f. The c;aee can be mad<'! lIlat the Cleaver and Nelson lami_ themselvol "'I"esenIed a cIecadern form at the tmdibonal lamily. FOI......,. ""'sons the " ",onoed family and the erdrre HI 01 fllnstup relaoonships lhat _'I> once usocialed wMh it werl> "'reaCl)t in grave dislreSS b'/ the 1950&. Tho larnrly has ira<tt;onally been ,,"n as a very ut&nded sort of ~insh,p aJliallC1> including aunts. tn:Ies, grandparems and couSIns so lar II>/I'IOI'ed lhal ~ was only realized 1I>911here was "rome conne<;\ion", In OIJler words; pe,r.aps lhe'" isnt Illal moch dlffe<er.;e I>e1w"" the tradrti onal fam il~ a nd w~at Presodonf C~nton de$Criblls as a 1IiI1 ag.., , But Thai isn't q uiTO righl either. The IIiIlag e lhat The Pra,,-drm' 1~I~s abo ul isn't ({jall~ very sim ilar to Th<J .. I!ag~s from "';' .:h 11>0 Atrlca~ SR~rng fhal -IT takes a vilall" 10 rai3<t II oM:r comes, Those lIiI!ages wilfe a lmost always ass.xia!6<f on kin- wM ......cI, the beh8vi", al 11>& morning meat, and how I" conduel <)neSe" al a lu""ral and al a lamify OIItflerirlg. Th.,,-e was no effort 10 bring Th;, alignment aboul because il nal ura ll y flowe.j trOOl Ille meta p-hysical IISsum p100nS 01 {he commurow,
The l'i llagc was in marly wayS organic, T hi S was based o n The Sa m e a rgum ants forwa rd ed b~ Orestes Brow nsoo, the (11""1 antagon ist 01 Horace Mann, who ~ the estabHshrnenf ot staTe sella<.> boaTds in th e 11151h f)eca use he saw them as J)oIenlta ll y throatenlng {o 'mpose a uniform sta'e-sanctioned mo,alily Ihrough Ihe common ..:hoot rattler !han allowong lIle $Choat 10 repoosenl the partJ<:uLlirilies 01 yanous oomnunoty orAurH.' James Coleman alltbuIes the SU<:c8SS 0/ Calholic parOChial rI<:!>oo's 10 !he shared purl'ose 01 ev~ryone conneCled w"h Ihl> educ31ional
ondaaYor---not to lacrWoes, Thele os ""'Y lillie thai me WIle can do 10 aid in 1he ...""... ery at !he ""'"" carr CUllu,U. TIlere al" a lew things mat irrd~ "",-,al 9rouPS carl do aro::l the ~rnmern mighl. l ~ had a ftj ,eal interest in <Iorig so. help them To !\ave a lamjly. eveo a simple Jo.ne arK! Ward Cleaver nuclear lamily , r"'l'Jlres a Diacorw'Iecl . 8 Oetactme nt 'rom the artilidal rea. ty OIlhe t~~sloo. Ire>mlhe compute r mon;t<>r, the Ninterv:lo, the VCR and a nytnirlg etse wh;-; h has l he effecl 01 lesseoiog co mm un ;-;ati oo "';th otl)er' members ol l he trad ilio nal >1 lage, The """al anarcl1y arid inle lleCtual chaos ot, say. Too
Jerry Springer Show, a re mucll eaw, than a t,.., vi llage -..t1:ich ~ mat you play bal with !he neigl>bo. ko::l and rrv 10 "... aloog .. ith his gn.mPV lathe.
The pot;Hraumalic suess 01 OUr ~u'" has its own drug at ch"*"; I~ ...... sion, And I;ke d drug~. tha laievisron is "n 9SCape !rom reality The dlSOOO~ must coma .. lhe con· ""me(! _5 0( lhe IIadmonal '<IIage ..., also in 1he pWIic 8chOoIs that ar" serious POOUI COfM1ur1ity and the dage.
What epn bv done w "" education? Vrxy simply. discon· oe<:I and isolalO. Our .aerol, $hould become <Ii_n",," at good cultural menial heallh . .. hich means that thev must be-come cenle.s 01 continUIty. """vornico and custom. II a school is r>OI operaling w~hrn I vlliaQe·. rraditronal uOOerSland. ing 01 conl .... ty. oo,wenlion 8r1d CU:Slom: cha "9" ill A rel um to Ihe Irad lllor'BI center is possible in schools, even public schools. Howe.e r. lhe day 01 eXf>"CIir>;) IMt neigh. """"'" system, thougll the magrreI n-..st be based on a philosophical eo.e ralhe. than !randy malerial Of behaviOfal accioonts such as tectwroIogy Of !he pertomli"O ans.
By ero::oorall'ng !he formation ot these Ie!.JUma1e scflools 01 choice. an a!chipelago 01 verioue rne1aphysical dreams can be Cleared. Efton can be un~e<I with pu,pose and true corrmumty can be Iost ... ed, IS Ihks an edo.rcaliol1al panacea? If CO<lfSG ~ <Sn't. Tr-.ere are many S1\donts nnd pa r~nt. wtlo oot orly do r'>OI have a melaphy$ical dream but hava "" "'e rest in <!evee op; ng OI"IC . T .... y will probably nOl beoGlit. Sut l hose who <10 havo a purpOSO 3r.d can intog rato ttoo schOi> inlo their p ur~ a nd dream .. 1 00 a bl~ 10 !>enol it Immor"lSGIy The re wil. <)1 coo, se. be 00j0:<;t;Q", to thrs from OOfIain eIe· ment.oI lhe aea<lem;c community ~ro::I ti1c e<lucatiooal eslah· listImoot. In troo i$we 01 E<luciJrKJMI Or:>nsi<krah'ons thoro a.e _rar artdes that deal <!olhe. din:lctly Of r<'.:Iireclly with pos!. modemosm. certa .. stl1WlS 01 mullicu"uralism aro::l even decon· s""",IIonlsm. Al1hough II'\OM aulho'5 who espouse such Ih.-....g onoo 9Ne rnrghly lop se~ 10 Ihe nobOn oj dnrer'Slly.
IhIIV are surp<os.-.gly urIWIllrng 10 8rXfJp! diversdy but Of> Ihe~ ""'" le rnlS AIItroo..r!to the,e are SO""'lavo.ed lorms oj divels.oty, normally schools based Of> !he lormal and syslem,UO;: study 0/ !he Weslern "ela ry canon. lor a><8fl1)1e. do 1101 make the.-cut Those IIIOdemslic Or pot;lmodernosuc educar.onai thioi<e .. are not Ihe champOoo5 01 scl>ool CMice "",.ement. T hey may speak in I'rosr.o torre, 01 c u~u,al r>egemony aoo exploitat,on. but tlleir prel .. roo hegemony is tt>e; r OWn, 
